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OFICINA

Medieval Monsters: Terrors, Aliens, Wonders

“Siren”, from Abus du monde (The abuses of the world), France, Rouen, ca. 1510.
New York, The Morgan Library & Museum.

Monsters captivated the imagination of medieval men and women, just as they continue to fascinate us today. Drawing
on the Morgan's superb collection of illuminated manuscripts, this major exhibition, the first of its kind in North America, will
explore the complex social role of monsters in the Middle Ages.

Medieval Monsters will lead visitors through three sections based on the ways monsters functioned in medieval societies.
“Terrors" explores how monsters enhanced the aura of those in power, be they rulers, knights, or saints. A second section
on “Aliens” demonstrates how marginalized groups in European societies — such as Jews, Muslims, women, the poor, and
the disabled — were further alienated by being figured as monstrous. The final section, “Wonders", considers a group of
strange beauties and frightful anomalies that populated the medieval world. Whether employed in ornamental, entertaining,
or contemplative settings, these fantastic beings were meant to inspire a sense of marvel and awe in their viewers.

Medieval Monsters: Terrors, Aliens, Wonders runs from June 8 to September 23, 2018 at The Morgan Library & Museum.

(www.themorgan.org, s/d. Adaptado.)

a) Com que funcdo eram empregadas as iluminuras da seg¢éo “Wonders” na Idade Média? Qual era o efeito produzido
sobre o publico?

b) Em que secéo da exposigdo a imagem “Siren”, apresentada no texto, poderia estar localizada? Justifique sua resposta
com base nas caracteristicas dos grupos representados em cada sec¢éo.

RESPOSTA

a) A secdo “Wonders” (maravilhas), considera um grupo de belezas estranhas e anomalias terriveis que
populavam o mundo medieval. Se empregados de modo ornamental, com entretenimento ou em configuracéo
contemplativa, esses fantasticos seres inspiravam um efeito, um senso de maravilhoso e medo sobre o
publico.

b) A imagem “Siren” poderia estar localizada na se¢ao “Aliens”, pois a imagem da mulher na época medieval
representava uma certa ameaca, um simbolo do pecado, que seduz e derruba a hegemonia presente na
sociedade medieval.



